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Introduction 
 
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the 

teaching of Art at Westbourne Primary School. 
 
 

What is Art? 
 

Art is concerned with pupil’s responses to the natural and made world 
around them.  It is a personal way of questioning, thinking and knowing. 

 
Aims 

 
Our aims in teaching Art are that all children will build upon their natural 

pleasure in visual communication to: 
 find enjoyment in Art and value individual responses 
 find a sense of purpose, achievement and fulfilment in artistic 

expression 
 develop skills to use a range of materials and techniques 

competently and to produce artefacts 
 feel able to express their ideas and feelings through imaginative 

work in both two and three dimensions 

 learn to study and record from observation and first hand 
experience the world around them 

 develop an appropriate vocabulary to help them understand and 
discuss their own work and that of others 

 appreciate and evaluate the work of a range of artists, craftspeople 

and designers from their own and other cultures 
 

Wherever possible, children will have the opportunity to look at, touch, 
smell, and if necessary, hear, a wide variety of real objects, so as to make 

their own judgements and evaluations 
 learn about specific artist to hang their learning on 
 experience working with local artists and visiting local galleries 

 
Principles of the Teaching and Learning of Art 

 
At Westbourne Primary School we value Art because it offers pupils 
opportunities: 

 for enjoyment 
 to appreciate a wide range of attributes, e.g. beauty, utility, etc. 
 for another way of responding to the world around them, e.g. 

observations, their experiences, e.g. when I was afraid, What if? 
 for another way of communicating and reflecting 

 
Art is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum.  It is also an 
important part of the Foundation Stage Early Learning goals.  Creativity is 

fundamental to successful learning.  Being creative enables children to 
make connections between one are of learning and another and so extend 

their understanding.  This area of learning includes art, music, dance, 
role-play and imaginative play.  
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At Westbourne Primary School we believe that through play children can 
explore colour, texture, shape and form in 2 and 3 dimensions.  Children 
can use their imagination to express their experiences, and communicate 

their ideas. 

 
Strategies for the Teaching of Art 

 
The Art curriculum is organised as part of an integrated approach to 
learning linked to topic themes.  First hand experience and stimuli are 

offered through a cross curricular route.  There will be occasions when Art 
is taught as a discrete area. 

 It is necessary to teach skills to ensure progression with in the Art 

curriculum 
 It is necessary to hold good quality discussions so that pupils learn 

to ask critical questions and talk about their own and others’ work. 
 Approximately one and a quarter hours per week is spent on art at 

KS2 and approximately one hour per week at KS1 
 The mode of working in Art is flexible.  Teachers will class teach 

where appropriate, or set individual, paired and group activities. 

 Where groups are formed, these will usually be of mixed ability; 
however when links with Literacy are made, teachers may choose 

to group according to ability. 
 Discussion is of prime importance – at the onset, during and after 

any Art activities. 

 Art is taught by the class teacher and sometimes as part of a ‘class 
swap’, the subject leader may be involved for a specific period of 

teaching. 
 We will welcome and encourage visiting artists wherever possible. 
 In the Early Years Art is also used as a tool for children to explore 

the world around them through play. 
 Art gallery visits and Art Weeks should be an important part of the 

annual Westbourne events.  It is a good opportunity to show 
collaboration and progression of skills.  The Picture This initiative is 
a great way to showcase this. 

 
Volunteer helpers are used in Art to assist: 

 in the classroom by preparing materials and supervising group 
activities, according to the teacher’s planning and objectives for Art 

 on outings and visits to galleries and museums 
 in providing other help, such as the demonstration of specialist 

skills 

 
Entitlement in Art for each child consists of access to: 

 a breadth of experiences, i.e. Drawing, Painting, Collage, Print 
Making, Sculpture (clay, paper and paste) and some textiles 

 discussion and evaluation of their own and others’ work (art, craft 

and design) 
 a range of materials appropriate to the Art discipline 

 use of a sketchbook to record and gather information, collect 
resources and evaluate work 
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Pupils with Special Needs are able to develop confidence and express their 

feelings in Art, as it is a subject, which demands a different way of 
questioning, knowing and understanding.  

 Pupils with learning difficulties may find opportunities to excel 

 Pupils with particular ability and flair for Art may work more quickly 
and be extended through the use of more advanced techniques, 

materials and complex  
tasks 

 
Differentiation in art is mainly by outcome.  The teacher will introduce and 
review the lesson with a range of questioning pitched at various levels, so 

that the children may respond at their own level.  However, there may be 
occasions when the difficulty in task and stimulus may vary. 

 
Homework can be used to support Art.  Pupils might be encouraged to: 

 bring artefacts or prints from the home environment into school for 
display and discussion where appropriate 

 use the Internet in a directed Search activity 

 gather ideas from the wider world around them 
 

Achievement in Art is celebrated in display and performance, including: 
 suitably mounted displays in the classroom and throughout the 

school 

 presentations a display of Art work in sharing assemblies or Key 
Stage gatherings where applicable. 

 the displays of work in the school gallery 
 work shared on the school website 

 
Strategies for Ensuring Progress & Continuity 
We have three levels of planning: 

 
The Role of the subject leader  

 
The role of the Art subject leader is to: 

 take a lead in policy development and the production of schemes of 

work designed to ensure progression and continuity in Art 
throughout the school 

 Each area of Art will be progressed from Reception to Y6 so that 
teachers have a clear outline of the objectives needed to be 
covered. 

 monitor progress in Art and advise the Headteacher on action 
needed 

 take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central 
resources for Art through effective use of the Art budget 

 keep up to date with developments in Art education and 

disseminate this information to colleagues as appropriate 

 
Assessment, Recording and Record Keeping 

 
Feedback to pupils about their own progress in Art is achieved through 
individual and group discussion about the identified, planned Art 

curriculum.  Discussion will help children learn by being positive and 
constructive, and it may take place either during or after the work. 
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Recording will reflect the medium term foci and the class teacher will 

record the names of those children who are unable to achieve the learning 
objective, those who can achieve it and those who exceed it.  This is used 
to inform future planning. 

 

The Use of Sketch Books 

 
At Key Stage 2 the National Curriculum for art requires that all pupils 

should be taught to: 

 record observations and ideas 
 collect visual evidence and information 

using a sketch book: 

Sketchbooks can be used as a diary: 
 to develop ideas, 

 to encourage experimentation, 
 to record images, e.g. on visits, 
 to encourage the use of an artist’s vocabulary, 

 to collect source material, e.g. From the outside environment, or to 
collect items to stick in, e.g. pictures in magazines, fabrics, etc. 

 
For sketchbooks to become a tool for learning and an aid to assessment, it 

is important that all work is dated and given a title.  Pupils should be 
encouraged to evaluate their own work and set themselves future targets.  
Peer feedback at the end of the sessions is a good way to highlight 

successes and point out next steps; ie; I like the way you have used 
shading here.  Can you use the side of the pencil to make a softer mark? 

The sketchbook provides an excellent record of a child’s achievement in 
Art. 
Teacher comments in sketch books can be writing on tags but never on 

the actual work. 

 
Health & Safety 
 

Health and Safety issues include: 
 use of materials, tools and techniques in accordance with Health & 

Safety requirements 

 appropriate storage of tools and materials 
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